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D8t~ of Intervi~w:	 May 1973 

Subject:	 Lumb~r r:mc1 ~I[irdnv 

perjod:	 1900 to Present 

Inter Vie1,o1ee:	 Garnet Dnmtacher und his 
brother, t"harl-,s l'!Jnc" D8"lbar.l~1"r 

'':8 C kg1'" (,und: 

In February 1073 an 3.nt~rvil'JvJ with r.harl~s 11~' 
Dambl."lch"'r, !lav 1850 - April 19l!i', rl8S }!ro"1!-,~('r:~ 
"1~ to ["ain add:!tional kr~owl~dr'e relat-inp: to :;\1'" 
sp~cif~c fields of lumber Bnd ~jnjng. ~h~ twr ~nrs 

of :rhn-rles DG"'1oacher havi'; 8{'re'")d ~o l~!'"]d '~h~1(1\U)~:t 

treBs':r~ of knovill"l(jf1't"J to our coll~p'e syst~".,. 

It is ~:ur:,g~st..,d tho.t the 't7'ebrl1ory 1°73 :int~rVl"\,J 

with C';. tI.. "noc" Da'11bncher be used as Co /:.,1;1\1'" '"( 
tr,is int"'.'rview. 

TAPE: 

Slde #1 

Lumbering with narnet Dambacher 
Picture #1 Loggin!" Truck - Pt'lrsons of the TimA. 
Use of Trucks to transport Logs. 
Loading Procedures. 
Year 1905 - Knudsen Mill. 
Garnet's First "pxperi~nce as a Foodsman. 
East of Jupiter Country. 
The Donkey Rngine. 
'"Tood ror firing Engine and Cookhouse. 
Fellow Work~r - Rupert Harvey. 
The Cook - Hattie Dambacher. 
Story of a SC8~Y Breakfa~t. 

P1cttn'e ,H2 - Gather~d on a Donkey ~ngin~ (Y8r<'er) 
Brother "Doe" and Father Charles '. 
In the lr{oods at Are 6. 
Picture 1t3 - 14 r~ule T~am on H1eh"lD.~r inS Ju~t 
East of Little Sweden. 
par at Jenness CSl'l1p ("Smpire 'Mill) 
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Pus Cl (') lJ. StAr ks 
r.olumb5.a .Juni or college 

- l-1ini ng 
Be llevi~'W "1i ne 

Mines named after Yr Belle.
 
Locati on - County Roe d end r.ree ks5- de
 
Dr'i ve in Sonora ....,.eadov-Js.
 
Charles Dambacher and Forty ~. pall
 
as Hoist Engineers.
 
Miners from·Soulsbyville.
 
Miner Buys a watch.
 
Three year Old ~~istles Noon Hour.
 
closed Down the Operation.
 
'%100.00 or t,~"OOO.OO.
 
stamp ~ill Described.
 
Around 1900.
 
water overcame Pumping Ability.
 
2 to 3 Hundred Foot Shaft.
 
Drifted Off the Shaft North and South.
 
House where "Doc" was Born •
.. 
Superintendents House.
 
Accident in the House.
 
Fortuna Mine.
 
B~lleview Oaks Subdivision Gets water
 
From Mine.
 
Other Mines in the Area.
 

Soulsby - Hazel Del - Black Oak - JunctiC'n 
Wheelrough - ~olden Gate - Hope - Sh~wm.it 
(d,uartz - App. 

sta"nps f'ause Tremendous Level of No:ise.
 
Melones in Calaveras 0,ounty.
 
Columbia - Parrntts Perry.
 

Side #2 

- Lumber5np: 

Ra51roadinf': into Woods. 
Age L~"'1it.
 

Dutch ;'~itz asks r~nrnet to Hark
 
6 'Day s for Nothj nrr •
 

25 "~:' les to "'r'azin,r.
 
Middle ramp.
 
Lumber from Sammy }fI"rr1.l1 Springs.
 
TramHay.
 
Lye-ns ")am.
 



",.) l' ' c'..., . '...L 

Brnph'e "'<:! lIon T' olumne T<iv'''r.
 
Camp Sequo~a.
 

D: sm1nt Ie d rlfi II.
 
redar Ridre Pipe Line.
 
Curtis Brothers - Manny ~8rshBll.
 
72 Miles from Stardard.
 
Soap Creek.
 
1962 - The Pie Strike.
 
Garn~t in Charge.
 
steam to DieseL
 
Pealed Onion Described.
 
Experience at Pealed Onion.
 
Loc8tion of Pealed Onion.
 
Schoetgen Pasa.
 
Logs to Pass and to Standard.
 
Roundtrjp	 - to Pass and Back.
 
Headquarter a.
 
pears in the Woods.
 
Cook 1.s ~auled.
 

Pickering stops Loggin: ry rra~n.
 

Helicopter Prediction.
 
It is a peal\ty j n 1973.
 

- 1"ining 

Price of Gold.
 
~old Rush in Sonor8 Arain.
 
Custom Mill Posaibil1.ty
 
Many Mines A~aj13ble.
 

'irut Stake Peedy.
 

Interviewing these men is certa5nly 3 pleasur"'!. Thoir 
excellent cooperation and ability to express The~8elves 

is a repor ter I a dres'1l. 
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'Russell L. starks 

C01Ul"'lbia Junior College 

Picture Description 
ff ) 
;~ ,'," . 

1.	 Year: 1905
 
Place: Knudsen' 8 rvfill
 

, .~ 

\vhat: Logp,lng Truck
 
\'l[ho:	 Charles DAmbacher - Standine on the log. 

Walter Noland - Kneeling on the log. 
Albert Dambacher - On the reecho 
Hale Knudsen - On the wheel. 

1905 
Knudsen's Mill 
Workmen and members of the1r fa~:lv on 
Sunday morning Gathered for this picture 
on e Donkey Engine (Yarder). 
C. A. "Doc" Dambacher on the mule.
 
Charles Dambacher seated in front on the
 
viewers right.
 
Walter Noland in rear and to the right.
 
O'thers - Uncertain.
 

1908
 
East of "Little Swedenn along the Lava.
 
Freight Wagon - lu ¥ule Team.
 
stagecoaoh 1n background :l.s not of the
 
type used as "Overland Stave".
 
Teamster of Freight Wagon - Unknown.
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Large sugarpine butt on bull truck at Knudsen IS 

sawmill, located between Long Barn and Lion's Dam, 

Tuolumne County. Charles Dambacher, teamster, standing 

on log. Walter Noland, loader, kneeling. Albert 

Dambacher, swamper, standing on reach of truck. Hale 

Knudsen, son of mill operator, standing on bolster of 

truck. 

Date: summer, 1905 

(Property of Lillian Dambacher Engler) 





· Knudsen Mill (This side of Long Barn, road 

turning off to the left). 

Gift of Mrs. Fannie Mills, Sonora (8-6-62) 





Teamster--Frank Wells (1), with frieghter and 14

mule team of Bald Mountain Road, above Long Barn. Stage 

coach in the background. 

Freight line was operated by Charles Swift and George 

Trask from rail head at Middle Camp during the building of 

Relief Resevoir. 

This picture was t"aken in 1908. 

(Property of Garnet Dambacher) 






