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FRANK COLEMAN 
Indian freight driver 

and cowboy 
Summer, 1972 

TAPE 1, Side 1 TOPICS INTRODUCED 

Biographical information 

Park trains, Tioga Road 

Capt. Joseph Walker 

Jim Savage 

Joaquin Murrietta 

Chief Tenaya 

The Fremont family 

The Chinese 

Brothers and sisters 

Indians around Coulterville 

Miwok language 

Side 2 TOPICS INTRODUCED 

Indian leaders 

Horses 

Food 

Animals 

Tools 

TAPE 2, Side 3 TOPICS INTRODUCED 

Religion 

Buildings 

Chief Lemee1s dances 

Story telling 

Chicken Ranch area 

Middle Camp area 



FRANK COLEMAN 
Indian freight driver 

and cowboy 
Summer, 1972 

TAPE 2, Side 4 TOPICS INTRODUCED 

Tuolumne Rancheria 

Indian messengers 

Springfield and Columbia 

Columbia Junior College 

Indian inscriptions, Yosernite 

Calaveras County Miwoks 

Indians as conservationists 

AUGUST 29, 1972 

TAPE 3, Side 5 TOPICS INTHODUCED 

(Long leader on tape) 

Freight driver 

Father's business 

Ox teams 

Horse teams 

14 year-old driver 

Preparing for the trip 

Identification of horses 

Working the team 

Side 6 TOPICS INTRODUCED 

Route to Yosemite 

Wages 

Working for Stoddard 

vvorking the animals 



Indian freight arl 
and cowboy 

TAPE 3, Side 6 Wells-Fargo Express 
Summer, 1972 

(cont'd) 
Railroads 

Extra for movie companies 

Columbia State Park 

Yosemite National Park 

AUGUST 31, 1972 

TAPE 4, Side 7 TOPICS INTRODUCED 

Employment at Yosemite National Park 

Indians in the Valley 

Contacts with whites 

Maria Lebrado 

Captain Paul 

Maggie Howard (TA-BU-CE) 

Other Indians 

Burial controversies 

U. S. Army in the Valley 

Locations 

White and black troopers 

Associations with stockmen 

Side 8 TOPICS INTRODUCED 

The Curtain f~~ily 

Using stock dogs 

Major Harry C. Benson 

Wild fruit 

Prominent acquaintances 

Jim Hutchings 

Galen Clark 



FRANK COLEMAN 
Indian freight driver 

and cowboy 
Summer, 1972 

Side 8 
(cont1d) 

TAPE 5, Side 9 

TAPE 5, Side 10 

TAPE 6, Side 11 

Prominent acquaintances (cont I d) 

The Leidig family 

The Degnan family 

'dilliam Taft 

Theodore Roosevelt 

The Curry family 

TOPICS INTRODUCED 

Routes to Yosemite 

Old Tioga Pass 

Big Oak Flat Road. 

Coulterville Road 

v{awona 

The Valley 

Win~er in the Valley 

TOPICS INTRODUCED 

Winter in the Valley (cont I d) 

Working at Hetch-Hetchy 

Rai]roads around Yosemite 

Forest industries 

Changes in Yosemite 

SEPTEMBER 7, 1972 

TOPICS INTRODUCED 

Civilian Conservation Corp. 

Camp 17, Mariposa 

Road. construction proj ects 

C. C. C. workers 



FRANK COLEHAN 
Indian freight driver 

and cowboy 
Summer, 1972 

TAPE 6, Side 11 Wages and other benefits 

Constructing roads and trails 

Off-duty diversions 

Side 12 TOPICS INTRODUCED 

Cowboy drives into high country 

Looking fo r missing man 

Working conditions 

Fires 

Weather problems 

The longhorn 

TAPE 7, Side 13 TOPICS INTRODUCED 

The lonehorn (cont'd) 

Horses used by cowboys 

Breciking horses 

Branding 

Rustling 

The 45 

Side 14 TOPICS INTRODUCED 

l1ules 

The Rodeo circuit 

SEPTEMBER 16, 1972 

At Columbia, California 

TAPE 8, Side 15 TOPICS INTRODUCED 

Louie Gookin Ranch 

Columbia State Park (stage coach ride) 



FRANK OOLEMAN 
Indian freight driver 

and cowboy 
Summer, 1972 

TAPE 8, Side 15 
(cont'd) 

OCTOBER 2, 1972 

At Chicken Ranch 

Driving the stage, Columbia State Park 

6 horses 

Tourists' reactions 

Permission to use these tapes 



FRANK COLEMAN 
Indian freight driver 

and cowboy 
Summer, 1972 

-APPENDIX

TAPE 9, Side 16 

Side 17 

TAPE 10, Side 18 

Side 19 

TOPICS INTRODUCED 
Oc-\". 15, IC{lz... 

The Big Oak Flat Road to Yosemite 

Chinese Camp 

Near Eagle-Shawmut Mine site 

Moccasin 

Priest1s 

TOPICS INTRODUCF~ 

Big Oak flat 

Groveland 

Smith I s Station 

Buck Meadows (Hamilton Station) 

Cliff House (south fork, Tuolumne 

River)
 

Crocker Station
 

Yo semite National Park 

Hodgson Meadow 

Crane Flat 

Yosemite National Park (cont I d) 

Visitor1s Center 

Meadow, Valley floor 

Stoneman Meadow 

Yosemite Lodge 

Pioneer History Center, Wawona 

Inspiration Point 

(Abrupt Conclusion) 


